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NOTICE OF MOTION 
 

 

 

EXTEND THE CONSULTATION ON BRIGHT START NURSERY  

AND EFFECTS ITS FUTURE VIABILITY 

 

 
“This council notes Bright Start is a vibrant city nursery, located in the heart of 
Brighton.  It caters for the children of council employees and those living in the 
surrounding area. As such, it is a valuable local resource that benefits the wider 
community. 
 
The nursery is staffed by excellent and loyal professionals who have worked there for 
many years, offering a steadfast and continuous service that the children enjoy, and 
their parents and carers implicitly trust. 
 
Bright Start has never been allocated a marketing or advertising budget. As a result 
many local parents are either not aware of the nursery’s existence or believe that it is 
for council staff only, and thereby not available to them.  
 
It has suffered from cutbacks in the past, and currently receives just £87,000 per year 
from the Council, as opposed to £200,000+ per year in the past. 
 
The city’s birth rate is currently rising. It has been doing so for some years and the 
2011 figure for 0-4 year olds is projected to be almost double that of 2001.1 
 
The Deputy Prime Minister has pledged to provide nursery places for all vulnerable 2-
year-olds. 
 
The council further notes the Conservative administration intends to withdraw funding 
and close the nursery in April 2011. At a Cabinet meeting on 11 October, and in the 
presence of a large number of parents and supporters who all called for the nursery 
to stay open, the Cabinet Member for Children and Young People effected a 
consultation process which is perceived to be the first step towards closure. 
 
This council believes previous efforts to maximise take-up of Bright Start places have 
been ineffectual and the consultation proposed is totally inadequate. It therefore calls 
on the Cabinet to recognise that: 
 

• Bright Start nursery is a highly valued local resource available to all pre-school 
children in the vicinity. 

 

• With effective marketing, Bright Start could attract many more users and be a 
viable concern. 
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• Projected figures will place more and more demand on nursery places in future 
years. 

 

• Failure to consult the wider community on the loss of Bright Start renders the 
consultation process fundamentally flawed. 

 

• The council regrets that the proposal to withdraw the total amount of subsidy 
from the Bright Start Nursery was published in advance of the formal ending of 
the consultation process and the proper consideration of its outcome. 

 

Furthermore council calls on the Cabinet, as part of its consultation process, to 
consider: 

 

• Identifying all parents of pre-school children within a 500m radius of Bright Start 
and including them in the consultation. 

 

• Ensuring, before any decision is taken on the nursery’s future, that all those 
who are eligible to use the nursery are aware a) of its existence and b) their 
eligibility to use it. 

 

• Ensuring that consultation on the future of Bright Start and the possible 
withdrawal of a staff benefit is extended to all Brighton and Hove City Council 
employees, not just those who use the nursery. 

 

• Undertaking to take the results of the consultation into account and especially, if 
a majority of those consulted express a desire for Bright Start to remain open. 

 

• Bringing a detailed report to the Children and Young People Cabinet Member 
Meeting on the 17th January 2011 setting out how the proposals in this Notice of 
Motion will be taken forward along with options for the future running of Bright 
Start as a viable city centre children’s nursery.” 
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